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"Copied out in Scotland at the close of the seventeenth century, the Balcarres Lute Book is the 

largest and most important post-1640 British source of lute music. It contains 252 compositions 

arranged for the eleven-course instrument, among them settings of native Scots airs and of English 

popular tunes, and French baroque lute music by mid- and later seventeenth-century masters. 

Possibly compiled by or for Margaret Campbell, fourth wife of Colin Lindsay, third Earl of 

Balcarres, the manuscript has remained in the Lindsay family, being owned currently by Lord 

Balniel, son and heir to the present Earl of Crawford and Balcarres, who has deposited it in the 

National Library of Scotland." 

A complete facsimile published and edited by Matthew Spring is available from Boydell & Brewer. 

These present pieces were transcribed by Wayne Cripps and converted to Fandango from the tab 

format. 

Facsimile link: https://boydellandbrewer.com/the-balcarres-lute-book-2-volume-set-pb.html

Wayne Cripps' transcription: http://www.cs.dartmouth.edu/~wbc/tab-serv/tab-serv.cgi?Balcarres
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Montroses tune Mr Becks way.

Mr. Beck

-- p. 10  --
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Amarillis, Becks way
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Port Atholl, John morisons way, by mr Beck

p.10 Mr. Beck
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I love my Love, in secret by mr Beck, morrisons way.

p.15 Mr. Beck

-- p. 14  --



Ȁ
a

�
b

a

�
a
c

�
a

aZZZ
a

b

b

�
a

�
d

�
b a

aZ

�
b d

a
d a

a
a

a

aZZZ

�
d
a d

d

a

a
c a

b

a

�
a
c
a
a ë
aZZZ

�

c

�

a

b

b

�
a b

a

d
a

b

d
a d

a

a

�
c a

b

a
d

d

b a ë
a

� ð

c

�

c

�

a

�

c

�
a b

a

�
a b

aZ

d
a

b

�
d

�
b

b

4

�
d

aZZZ

�
b

b

�
a

7

d

c

�
a
d b a ë

a

�

c

�

a
b

b

�
d d

a

b

�
a b

a

�
a a

c a ë
aZZZ

�

c

�

a

a

b

�
d b

a d

a

�
b

�
a

f

a

�
c a

b

a
d

d

b a ë
a

� ð

c

�

c

�

a

�12

A new scots Measure, mr Becks way.

p.15 Mr. Beck

-- p. 15  --
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Willie winks, my daughters way by mr Beck

p.18v Mr. Beck

-- p. 16  --
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The souldiers misery, mr Becks way.

Mr. Beck

-- p. 18  --
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Belle heureuse, with the 9th, lowed halfe a note mr Becks way.

Mr. Beck

-- p. 19  --
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Nathaniel gordon, the old way, by mr Beck.

Mr. Beck

-- p. 20  --
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Nathaniel gordon, the new way, by mr Beck

Mr. Beck

-- p. 21  --
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Monk's March by David Grieve
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The Canaries the new way, ... in mr mc Laughlans fashion by mr. Beck
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After the Paunges of a desperat lover, mr mcLaughlans way by mr. Beck
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Minuet Jean more's way by mr Beck
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What if a day, a moneth or a year, Jean more's way, mr Beck
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The yellow haired ladie, Henrietta Imbries way by mr Beck
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Devo's gigue by mr Beck
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Another of Devo's gigue by mr Beck
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