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HAVING ocecafionally treated of Irifh Mufie in #he Hiftorical Memoirs of the

Irith Bards, Iwill bere fubfoin a few fpecimens of ity for the purpofe of illufirating
that part of my fubjedl.

The remote antiquity of wa GuiL (a), or Irith Cries, entitle them to precedency ;
but modern Muficians baving determined to give this extraordinary piece of Mufic
a dramatic ferm, wnited it with a wild air of their own days called Catu Fa-
cHrROMA, or Battle of Aghrim, awbhich ferves as a kind of prolague to The Cries.
I bawe therefore given the Cath Eachroma the fir/t place in this little collection.
After this air is played, the Provincial Cries (Nos. II, IIT, IV, and V.) are per-
Sormed in fuccefion : then (No. V1.) a melancholy tune, or dump ("which is faid
to have been fung by the Irifb women, while fearching for their flaughtered buf-
bands, after a Dbloady engagement between the Irifb and Cromwel’s troops) fol-
lowwos ; and  the whole is Juppefed to conclude with a lowd fhout of the auditors,
meliorated by affiction.

Nos. VII, VIII, and IX, gre melodies of a period beyond the reach of memory-
The ara of No. X. I bave already determined. (b)———=8everal diftricts of this
kingdom bawe cortain appellations for airs wbhich originated in them, as Speie
Seoach, #he Spric, or Humours of Joyce's Country. Of thefe I bave given
two fbecimens in Nos. XI. and XIL. whiclk were pricked from the weice by the
Rev. Dr. Young, awhile on a vifit la/? winter in the county of Rofcommen. I will
bere sbferve, en paflant, that in no part of Ireland do our old melodies fo much abound,
as in Connaught ; that prevince may be faid te be wvocal with them.—No. XIII, js
noticed in page 132 of the Hift. Mem. of the Irifh Bards.—Nos. X1V. and XV.
are modern, and mentioned in the Life of Carolan ; fee pag. 78 and 103,

I cannot clofe this adwvertifement without acknowoledging my obligations to Mr.
Gore Oulley, fecond fon of my friend R. Oufley, Efq; of Limerick. This young
Gentleman exercifed bis mufical [kill in committing to notation for my purpofe, feveral
of our old melodics j—to bim I am indebted for the Provincial Cries.

() Hiit. Mem, of the I-tilh Bards, p. 67. (b) Ibid. p.134.
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148 HISTORICAL MEMOIRS OF

v godd and fo innocent effe& (m), to make men fleep, in any pains or
diftempers of body or mind. (n) This rambling fuff, as Sir William
calls it, is fo happily ridiculed in an humorous poem, cntitled Hes-
FPERI-NESO-GR APHIA, that I am tempted to tranfcribe the paffage :

THE Guefls, perceiving GiLLo’s mind
Not like to their’s, to mirth inclin’d ;

And finding that his penfive breaft,

With grief and care was much opprefi,

(For he by intervals wou'd groan,

And figh, and fob, and cry O-hone!)
Struck up with all their Harps and Trumps,
T'o drive away his doleful dumps

Which, in great meafure, rmght df'ﬂrﬂ],r
Their dancing, mufick, and their joy ;

And us'd all means they could invent,

T? incline him to fome merriment ;

And all thofe paffions to afluage,

Which in his troubled foul did rage,

And play’d the cruel tyrant there, }

As forrow, difcontent and fear,

And hope fucceeded by defpair.
Romantic tales they to him told,

Of giants in the days of old,

Whofe legs by much are longer, than
The height even of the talleft man.

{m) oWifeollamen, Eﬂ"a}r 4. The sven tare of which Sir William fpﬂﬂ ks, was _51‘-:11.1.5.:|:-' of the na-
ture of the monororous chart of the Church in the infuncy of s mufic.
{n} For Memairs of a Tale=Teller ftill living, [ec Append, Wo. V.

Whofe
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